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understand. The way propaganda tried to interpret
fascism to the villagers it looked no different from the
British raj.
Other things happened in India over which the blan-
ket of censorship fell.
In July, 1943, according to a Reuters message bearing
a London dateline, the British Secretary of State for
India, the Right Honorable Leopold S. Amery, with
the whole machinery of two governments to draw upon
for his information, replied in the House of Commons
to a question on Bengal.
Mr. Amery referred to "a difficult food situation." In
his mean little voice he explained that one of the causes
of this "difficult food situation" was "the fact that In-
dians were eating more per capita as a result of in-
creased incomes."
Two weeks later, twenty-nine dead bodies were found
in a single day on the streets of Calcutta. Death was
due to starvation.
The death rate mounted day by day.
Victor Alexander John Hope, Marquess of Linlith-
gow, Governor-General of India and ex-officio Vice-
Admiral therein, was at the time ensconced in his palace
in New Delhi.
In Bengal, a hungry boy was fighting with a hungry
dog for a morsel of food.
In Bengal, jackals and dogs were seen attacking hu-
man bodies in which life was not quite extinct.
Thousands, hungry and destitute, had left their vil-
lages, their kith and kin, in the most desperate food
hunt of our generation. They had sold their belongings.
They had even sold their children.
Bengal was the province adjoining the eastern fron-